Saudi Arabia achieves highest adoption of
NFC contactless payments in MENA, higher than
European average, Hong Kong, and Canada
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Near-Field Communication (NFC) payments penetration in Saudi Arabia:
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Key initiatives by Saudi Payments that drove growth in
adoption of NFC payments:

Making electronic payments Increasing the Increasing the NFC Enabling payment
acceptance through POS devices number of electronic transaction limit from through smart devices
mandatory for all commercial payment terminals SAR100 to SAR300

activities in collaboration with
government authorities

Visa’'s role in supporting the above-mentioned initiatives:
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Running marketing campaigns Partnering with Saudi Partnering with Saudi Payments to
to encourage consumers to Payments to enable rollout ensure all new terminals and new
use NFC payments of mobile wallets through cards in the Kingdom are enabled
smartphones and wearables to accept NFC payments

Breakdown of NFC transactions by commercial activity:

92% 93%

Grocery Stores and Supermarkets Fuel Stations

94% 93%

Restaurants Pharmacies

94% 91%

Quick Service Restaurants Home Improvement & Supply

92% 91%

Retail Goods Apparel & Accessories




